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Italy installed 409 MW of new PV in
2017

Last year’s figures, however, still do not include new capacity coming from the
revamping and repowering business. For 2018, local renewable energy
association, ANIE Rinnovabili expects growth to be stronger.
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Italy has a cumulative installed solar PV capacity of around 19.6 GW.
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Around 409 MW of new PV systems were installed in Italy last year, according to
provisional numbers released by the Italian renewable energy association, ARIg
Rinnovabili, which are based on data provided by the country’s grid operator,
Terna.

This result represents an 11% growth compared to 2016, when new additions totaled
369 MW, and an increase of 21% compared to 2015, when newly installed solar
capacity was 305 MW.

Last year's performance was mainly driven by the Italian regulation for self-
consumption, the so-called SEU framework, which has been key to Italy’s solar
development since the feed-in tariff (FIT) scheme, Conto Energia was closed, and by
the grid connection of several “grid-parity” ground-mounted PV plants totaling 66
MW, which were built in Montalto di Castro.

Without these new solar facilities, new additions for 2017 would have been at the
same level of the previous year.

According to ANIE Rinnovabili, however, these numbers do not include additional
capacity registered under the revamping and repowering regulation, which was
issued in February 2017.

Particularly for the repowering business, the Italian energy agency, GSE has
allocated a 5% capacity increase for PV installations up to 20 kW, and 1% for PV
systems with a capacity over 20 kW, with the additional capacity benefitting from
the FIT scheme.

At 88.3 MW, the region with the largest share of new solar power in 2017 was Lazio
(where the aforementioned grid-parity projects were developed), followed by
Lombardia (57.6 MW), Veneto (49.7 MW) and Emilia Romagna (40.4 MW).

According to the president of JANIE Rinnovabili, Alberto Pinori, the 2018 Italian solar
market may perform even better, particularly under the super-amortization on
investment goods, a measure which was launched by the Italian government under
the Industria 4.0 package in late 2016, and is expected to spur further PV
development.
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The measure facilitates business investments by allowing an extra-amortization on
the purchase of certain tangible assets. The increased amortization charge is fixed
at 40%. "This measure, which needed to be explained and conveyed to the market,
led to the development of some merchant plants carried out by some investment
funds,” Pinori stated.

Pinori also said that further growth may be sustained by fiscal breaks for
sustainable PV investments. “Finally we expect that the measure of tax deductions
for the citizen will continue to achieve results as in the past,” Pinori added.

“Looking ahead over the medium and long term we see good opportunities for
photovoltaics in the light of the news on the future Italian decree on renewable
sources that we hope will also include the PV in the auction mechanism and also in
light of what is emerging in the European Clean Energy Package , which provides

for the development of the local energy community and a broader definition of self-
consumer,” he concluded.

EMILIANO BELLINI

Emiliano joined pv magazine in March 2017. He has been reporting on solar and renewable energy since 2009.
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