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Agenda

Accelerator Challenge call - European Innovation Council 2024 Work Programme

Innovation Fund
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Horizon Europe Structure
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Innovation
performance

• Strong research performance not translated into innovation
• Lack of breakthrough/ disruptive innovations that create new 

markets

Innovation
funding

Financing gaps (2 “valleys of death”) in 
• Transition from lab to enterprise
• Scaling up  for high-risk innovative start-ups

Innovation
ecosystem

• Many national & local ecosystems, but fragmented at 
European level

• Need to include all regions and all talent (especially female)

What’s holding back European innovation?

We need to overcome European Paradox – perceived failure of EU countries to 
translate scientific advances into marketable innovations.  
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Pathfinder

For advanced research on 
breakthrough / game-changing 

technologies

Pathfinder Open: bottom-up 
approach; no predefined topics
Pathfinder Challenges: top-

down challenge-driven calls for 
tackling specific issues by 

portfolios of projects

Transition
For transforming research results 

into innovation opportunities; 
follow up results from EIC 

Pathfinder and ERC Proof of 
Concept

Transition Open: no topic 
prescription

Transition Challenges: selected 
challenges

Accelerator
For individual companies to 

develop and scale up 
breakthrough innovations with 

high risk and high impact

Grant Funding
Equity Funding

Business Acceleration Service

The main EIC Support Schemes

EIC Fund: VC fund – EC shareholder / Bridging equity funding gap at early stage / Crowding in other investors

Business Acceleration Service: access to advice, to business partners and to innovation ecosystems & peers
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EIC Pathfinder

EIC Transition 
activities

EIC Accelerator 
& equity

Explore

• Access to advice/skills
• Access to business 

partners
• Access to innovation 

ecosystem & peers
Exploit

Scale 
up

Explore

Exploit

Hands on approach

EIC
Proactive 

Management

Hands-on approach
Strategic assessment and clustering of 

projects
Building strategic intelligence portfolios

Scientific / Business portfolios 
management

Identify emerging challenges for Europe’s deep-
tech roadmap

Science and innovation intelligence activity

Networking with other programmes and 
with innovation ecosystem communities

Outreach and organization of events, 
participation to national events / 

workshops

The EIC Programme Managers

Business Acceleration Services



Biotechnology & Health
Iordanis Arzimanoglou

MedTech & Medical Devices
Enric Claverol-Tinturé

Materials for Energy & Environment
Francesco Matteucci

Energy Systems
Antonio Marco Pantaleo

Space systems & technologies

Federica Zanca AI in Medical 
technologies

Stella Tkatchova

Quantum tech & electronics
Samira Nik

Architecture engineering construction 
technologies

Franc Mouwen

Food chain technologies, novel & sustainable food
Ivan Stefanic

Sustainable electronics

Isabel Obieta

Renewable energy conversion & alternative resource exploitation
Carina Faber

EIC
PROGRAMME
MANAGERS
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Accelerator Challenge:

Renewable energy sources and their
whole value chain
including materials 
development and recycling of 
components
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Scope: 

• To drive the renewable energy transition, it is necessary to invest 
more in the development of RES and minimize both their 
environmental impact and levelized cost of energy (LCOE). 

• To make the EU reach the strategic net-zero manufacturing capacity 
we need to scale up the manufacturing, and the whole supply chain 
of RES, in the EU.
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Specific objectives:

This challenge aims at scaling-up different RES and their supply chain 
to ultimately increase the EU’s energy strategic autonomy in the 
energy sector.
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Specific objectives:

This challenge focuses on RES and its proposals can target one or 
more of the following objectives:
• • scale-up the manufacturing of RES that produce heat and 

electricity from renewable sources at different scales and uses. 
• • Scale up of technologies for exploring, mining and or 

processing, synthesizing materials, excluding CRM, that are part of 
RES. 

• • Scale-up of technologies for recycling or re-use of RES 
components, including materials, into usable materials and/or 
components. 
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Expected outcomes and impacts:

• Strengthen the European value chain producing RES.

• Limit the EU’s significant dependency on imports CRM and 
components necessary for the renewable energy transition.

• Enable a more diversified and risk-aware configuration of the 
European value chain of the RES.
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Indicative budget
• EUR 50 Million
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Innovation Fund
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CINEA in a Nutshell
• Experts at the service of 

beneficiaries in managing 
complete lifecycle of 
projects

• Policy feedback as an 
essential part of funding 
activities

• Exploitation of synergies 
and dynamic ways to work 
across programmes

from 3000+ projects managed in 
2023 to > 4000+ projects by 
2027 

~ EUR 65 billion for the 
period 2021-2027

> 600 staff by 2027 
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Innovation Fund: funded by the EU ETS
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Portfolio of ongoing and selected projects
2020 LSC, 2020 SSC, 2021 LSC, 2021 SSC, 2022 LSC*, 2022 SSC*

€ 6.64 Billion
EU granted +
ongoing GAP

24
Countries

447 Mt
CO2 eq to be 

avoided

Projects: 
103 ongoing 
+20* invited
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Geothermal energy

Pulp & paper

Other

Hydro/Ocean energy

Non-ferrous metals

CO2 Transport and Storage

Use of RES outside Annex I of EU ETS Directive

Renewable heating/cooling

Biofuels and bio-refineries

Iron & steel

Solar energy

Other energy storage

Wind energy

Intra-day electricity storage

Refineries

Glass, ceramics & construction material

Chemicals

Manuf. Comp. for RES or ES

Cement & lime

Hydrogen

*Data includes ongoing projects and preselected proposals from 
SSC-2022+ one from reserve list LSC-2022 and two LSC-2022 
currently under GAPs 

Innovation Fund – Member State and NCP’s closed-door meeting, 11-Jan-2024
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Innovation Fund 2023 Call

Duration: 23 Nov. 2023 - 7 
April 2024 Funding: € 4 billion + PDA

Grant distribution: LUMP-SUM 
contribution
• Grant up to 60% of relevant costs
• Up to 40% of grant at financial close
• Remaining amount of at least 60% after 

financial close
• Generally, at least 10% after Entry into 

operation

Topics:
Large Scale Projects
Medium Scale Projects
Small Scale Projects
Clean-tech manufacturing
Pilot projects

Sectors:
• Energy Intensive Industries
• Renewables
• Energy Storage
• Carbon capture and storage
• Maritime
• Aviation
• Buildings

Location: EU Member 
States and Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and 

Norway

Link to Info Day for recordings

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/innovation-fund-2023-call-info-day-2023-12-07_en
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• Technical expert
• Financial expert
• GHG expert
• Rapporteur

Join as project 
evaluator for 
Innovation Fund

Sign up as an Expert (europa.eu)

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/innovation-fund/sign-expert_en
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Where to find more information? 

All (past) call documents available on the 
Funding and Tenders Portal including:

 Guidance and calculation tools on GHG emissions and relevant costs

 Frequently asked questions 

https://europa.eu/!QB67by

https://europa.eu/!rx34Dt

Further info, planning of new calls, recorded 
webinars and videos available on the IF 
Website: 

Innovation Fund - YouTube

https://bit.ly/2WxK8w7

https://europa.eu/!QB67by
https://europa.eu/!rx34Dt
https://bit.ly/2WxK8w7
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